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Eric Gutkind belonged to 
the circle of European in- 
tellectuals which included 
Walter Benjamin, Martin 
Buber, L. E. J. Brouwer, 
Henri Borel and Friedrich 
van Eeden. His first book, 
Siderische Geburt (Sidereal 
Birth), published in Berlin 
in 1910, served as a focal 
point for this group and 
later became the philosoph 
ical manifesto for the New 
Europe Groups organized in 
London in the 1920's by the 
Yugoslavian teacher Dimi- 
trij¢ Mitrinovic, which at- 


tracted such men as Sir 


Patrick Geddes, Sir Frederick Soddy and John Cowper Powys. (Large 
selections from that book, previously circulated in English only in manu 
script, are here published for the first time.) His second book, The Abso- 
lute Collective, published in London in 1937, was hailed by Henry Miller 
as “true in the highest sense, entirely on the side of life.” 

Eric Gutkind was born in Berlin and educated at the Humanistic 
Gymnasium and the University of Berlin, He studied anthropolgy with 
J. J. Bachofen, and also worked in philosophy, mathematics, the sciences 
and the history of art. Starting with a vision of history having something in 
common with ancient Gnosticism, he became increasingly interested in 
Jewish philosophy and formulated his ideas in terms of concepts drawn 
from the Kabbala. 

When he came to the United States in 1933 and began teaching at the 
New School and the College of the City of New York, Eric Gutkind 
ady had an influential following. This third book, Choose Life, pub 
ed in the United States in 1952, was a reinterpretation of traditional 
m which drew to his lectures many students dissatisfied with both 


both. (‘Transcripts of several of these lectures are also it 
lume.) He died in Chatauqua, New York us 
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